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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 68  

By  Gardenhire 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of William "Bill" Lacy 

Carter, Jr., of Chattanooga. 
 
 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the death of William "Bill" Lacy Carter, Jr., of Chattanooga; and 

 WHEREAS, the son of W. L. Carter, Sr., and Eunice Aline Dettwiller Carter Latura, Bill 

Carter was born in 1925 and grew up in Memphis; and 

 WHEREAS, in 1943, Mr. Carter joined the United States Navy and became a Lt. 

Commander of an LST, serving in the South Pacific; after his initial period of service, he was 

called back to serve during the Korean War; and 

 WHEREAS, after working for his uncle in Nashville, Bill Carter opened his first beer 

distributorship in Clarksville; thereafter, he moved to Chattanooga and purchased Lookout Beer 

Company, changing the name to Carter Distributing Company, which is now the largest beer 

distributor in Chattanooga; and 

 WHEREAS, both Bill Carter and his company have been honored for their commitment 

to excellence.  Carter Distributing Company has received the High Life Achievement Award in 

recognition of its outstanding performance and the national Gold Star Network award from 

Corona; Mr. Carter received the prestigious MillerCoors Legends award, and he served tenures 

as Tennessee state director of the National Beer Wholesalers Association and as president of 

the Tennessee Malt Beverage Association; and 

 WHEREAS, in 1970, Mr. Carter embarked upon a political career that would take him to 

the State Capitol; as a Republican representative in the House of Representatives, he served 

the people of the 29th House District with diligence and dedication during the 87th, 88th, and 89th 

General Assemblies; and 
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 WHEREAS, Bill Carter is survived by his longtime partner, Marie Curle; sons, Bill (Patti) 

Carter and Blair (Jan) Carter; grandchildren, Alyssa (Mark) Vestal, Carter (Julie) Garrett, Angie 

(Mark) Oliver, Jessica (Michael) Lee, Sarah (Josh) Farington, Lacy (Josh) Schmitt, Chase 

(Devon) Carter, and Morgan Carter; and thirteen great-grandchildren; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition to his parents, Mr. Carter was preceded in death by two wives, 

Juanita "Tommie" Carter and Jeanne Carter; a sister, Shirley Williams; and two daughters, 

Gayle Carter Simpkins and Lynda Carter Garrett; and 

 WHEREAS, a man of devout faith, Mr. Carter was a member of the First Lutheran 

Church; and 

 WHEREAS, Bill Carter leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in public 

life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this legislative body should remember this 

exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TENTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor the memory of William "Bill" Lacy Carter, Jr., and extend 

our deepest sympathies to his family. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


